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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the  - 

BOIIOUGH  OF  FAVERSHAM.  -"..I 

The.  lie'port  which  1 liave  now  the  hononr  to  subniif  to  you 
for  the  year  19*25  is  to  be  a survey  report  and  therefore  rather 
more  full  in  detail  than  the  ordinary  annual  reports;  and  indicat- 
ing in  some  measure  the.  progress  made,  in  s.a.nitary  matt.eirs 
during  the  last  five  years,  also  anj"  further  action  which  may 
be  contemplated  by  the  Authority  in  the  Avay  of  development 
of  their  service. 

NATURE  AND  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  of  the  Histrict  in  acres,  693. 

Fopulation:  Censns,  192,1,  10,880.  Estimated  for  1925, 
10,750. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER 
OF  THE  AREA. 

The  District  is  situated  to  the  north  of  the  main  road  from 
liondon  to  Dover;  this  road  forms  its  southern  boundary.  From 
this  road,  in  the  middle  of  Ospringe  a small  stream  runs  to  the 
head  of  the  Creek.  The  boundary  runs  along  this  and  continues 
along  the  Creek  to  Thorn  Creek  on  the  Ea.s't,  thence  a line'  in  a 
southerly  direction  acioss  the  marshes  to  Love  Lane,  which  joins 
the  Dover  Road  and  so  coanpletes  the  circuit.  This  encloses  an 
area  of  rather  more  than  a square  mile  in  extent.  In  this  area 
are  included  the  Rarishes  of  Faversham  Within  and  Preston 
Within,  the  foimer  ])arish  a.ccounting  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
District.  The  subsoil  of  most  of  the  Borough  is  clay  or  brick- 
earth,  but  some  of  it  is  on  the  chalk;  in  many  places  the  brick - 
earth  has  been  used  up  and  as  this  is  only  just  below  the  surface, 
the  result  is  a lowering  of  the  original  level.  The  part  adjoining 
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the  Creek  and  marshes  is  low  lying  and  flat,  but  tliei  ground  rises 
gradually  and  steadily  towards  the  south:  the  Fawersham  Eural 
Area  surroimds  the  Borough. 

The  chief  industries  in  the  district  are  the-  Gun  powder  works, 
the  Breweries,  the  Brickfields  and  the  Ship  Building  Yard  and 
the  Timber  Yard;  there'  is  also  a certain  amount  of  occupation 
found  in  fishing,  oyster  ■dredging  and  other  seafaring  work.  Owing 
to  the  housing  shortage  there-  are  many  men  living  in  Eaversham 
whose  work  is  elsewhere.  The  volume  of  .trade  entering  the 
Creek  is  not  what  it  was,  as  most  of  the  coal  used  in  the  district 
now  comes  in  by  rail;  timber  is  brought  up  to  the  wharf  in 
lighters. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1921  ...  ...  2715 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers,  1921  ...  2833 

Eat  cable  value  of  the  Borough:  — 

T s.  d. 

Eaversham  Within  ...  ...  42,530'  15  O' 

Preston  Within  ...  ...  5,384  12  6 


E47,915  7 G 


Sum  re'presented  by  a penny  rate,  £186. 

VITAL  STATISTICS, 

BIRTHS. 

There  were  169  births  registered  during  the  year — 77  males 
and  92  females:  of  these  18  were  in  the  Parish  of  Preston  Within, 
the  rest  in  Eaversham.  This  gives  a Birth-rate  of  15.7  per  1,000 
of  estimated  populatio-n — the  average  of  England  and  Wales  being 
18.3.  This  is  about  the  same  as  in  1924  when  the  total  number 
was  173.  There  were  8 illegitimate  births  as  against  12  in  the 
previous  year:  onlv  one  of  these  children  died. 

DEATHS. 

The  number  actually  registerel  was  93.  Eroni  this  must 
be  de-ducte'd  tliei  deaths  of  13  persons  wdio  belonged  to  other 
districts:  on  the-  other  side-  we  mur,t  add  o-n  33  deaths  in  other 
districts  that  must  be  ascribed  to  this  district  as  follow^s : — 


Faversham  Union  Infirmary  ...  ...  23 

Kennaways  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  0 

Chartham  Asylum  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  3 

Eaversham  Eural  District  ...  ...  4 

Other  Districts  ...  ...  ...  O' 

Total  33 


5 


Tliei’e  were  22  deatbs  in  Public  Institutions  in  tliei  district:  — 
12  in  the  Cottage  Hos])ital  and  10  in  the'  Nursing  Home.  There 
were  G deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  and  63  of  per- 
sons of  the  age  of  65  and  upwards.  Of  the'  full  total  13  deaths 
are  to  be  attributed  to  the  Parish  of  Preston. 

'Idle  result  is  a nett  total  of  113  deaths.  This  gives  for  the 
Porough  a Dc'ath-rate  for  the  year  1925  of  10.5  which  is  below 
the  average  for  the  ivhole  Ivingdo'iii  which  is  given  as  12.2. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  was  6,  as 
agahist  8 in  the  previous  year.  This  gives  a ratio  of  35.4  per 
1,000  births,  against  46. 2 in  P)25.  This  is  much  below  the 
average  which  is  75  ])er  1,000  for  the  whole  country. 

Only  one  illegitimate  infant  died  during  the  year. 


CAUSES  OF  INFANTILE  HEATHS: 
Premature  Birth 

2 

Bronchitis 

1 

Broncho-pneumonia. 

3 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

1924. 

6 

1925. 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

Measles  ...  ... 

0 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0 

0 

Influenza 

4 

2 

Er^^sipelas 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

7 

3 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

0 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

0 

2 

Cancer 

17 

15 

Pheumatic  Fever 

Ot 

0 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

9 

12 

Bronchitis 

9 

12 

Pneumonia 

3 

5 

Other  Respiratorv  Diseases 

1 

1 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

0 

0 

Appendicitis 

0 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

0 

2 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH.  1924.  1925. 

Alcoholism  ...  ...  ...  ...  O'  0 

Neiphritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 3 

Parturition  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 1 

Premature  Birth  and  Congenital  Causes  2 2 

Accidents  and  Suicides  ...  ...  ...  (>  6 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  0 0 

Cerebral  Ha3mo'rrhage  ...  ...  ...  5 5 

Arterio  Sclerosis  ...  . ...  O'  2 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

Births 

i Legitimate  ...  161 

[ Illegitimate  ...  8 

70 

7 

91 

1 

1 Birth-rate 

15.7 

Deaths 

113 

53 

60 

Death-rate 

10.5 

Number 

of  women  dying  in,  or 

in 

) from  sepsis 

...  0 

consequence  of  childbirth  ...  ...  j'  ,,  otheir  .causes  1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  3*ear  of  age  per  pOPP  births:  — 
Legitimate  29.5;  Illegitimate  5.9.  Total  35.4. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  0 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  LAST  FIVE  YEARS. 

Infantile 


Population. 

Biirths. 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

Rate. 

dieaths. 

Riate. 

1921 

...  10,880 

226 

20.7 

147 

13.5 

14 

61.9 

1922 

...  10,950 

208 

19.1 

145 

13.3 

15 

72.1 

1923 

...  11,000 

173 

15.9 

122 

11.2 

7 

40.4 

1924 

...  10,760 

173 

16 

115 

10.6 

8 

46.2 

1925 

...  10,880 

169 

15.7 

113 

10.5 

(> 

35.4 

The  amount  of  poor-law  relief  distributed  in  the  Boroiigh 
is  £2,368  9s.  Id.  for  the  year  1925. 

There^  are.  no  trades  or  occupations  in  the  Borough  that  could 
be  considered  as  prejudicial  to  health.  The  town  contains  an 
excellent  Cottage  Hospital  of  16  beds  which  has  an  average  list  of 
nearly  4PP  admissions,  per  annum:  it  was  enlarged  four  years 
ago  as  a War  Memorial.  This  treats  accidents,  and  surgical 
operations  and  also,  if  beds  are  available,  acute  medical  and 
maternity  cases  ; its  beds  are  nea.rly  alwa.ys  fully  occupied.  There 
is  also  a.  Provident  Dispensary  which  arranges  for  the  treatment 
of  poor  people  in  their  own  homes. 


HEALTH  SERVICES. 

I’he  AutliOirity  luis  its  oami  Isolation  Hospital,  situated  in 
the  Rural  district,  nearly  three  miles  away ; it  has  16  beds  and 
is  used  for  .the  isolation  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet-  Feiver  and  Enteric  ; 
it  also  possesses!  a Small-pox  Hospital  of  12  beds  at  Luddenham, 
also  in  the  rural  district;  this  is  in  the  hands  of  a caretaker  and 
his  wife  and  is  always  kept  in  readiness  for  use  if  oeca-sion  should 
arise.  It  has  not  been  needed  during  the  last  five  years  fortu- 
nately, but  is  fully  equipped  and  could  be  used  without  delay 
if  any  cases  occurred.  The  Council  ha.ve  a reciprocal  arrange- 
ment with  the  Rural  Authority,  by  which  this  hospital  can  be 
use<l  for  their  cases ; the  Rural  Authority  on  their  part  have  un- 
dertaken to  receive  cases  of  Cerebro -spinal  fever  from  onr  dis- 
trict into  their  hospital  in  return. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

For  infectious  cases  the  authority  have  always  maintained 
a horse  Ambulance  which  is  horsed  and  driven  b-y  a contractor, 
and  kept  ready  for  instant  use  when  required  ; a nurse  accom- 
panies all  cases  of  lemoval ; formerly  this  was  only  carried  out 
in  a portion  of  the  cases. 

For  non-inf ectious  and  accident  cases.  Five  years  ago  the 
Autlio-rity  made  no  provision  for  this  ; it  was  managed  by  the 
Ambidance  Brigade  b}’’  means  of  stretcher  or  wheeled  litter. 
Three  years  ago  a joint  Committee  of  the  Urban  and  Rural 
Councils  was  formed  and  an  old  V.A.J).  Ambulance  was  obtained 
for  the  service  of  the  district;  this  has  been  run  by  the  Faver- 
sham  Railway  Ambulance  Brigade  under  this  Committee'  and 
provided  a most  efficient  service  and  one  of  great  public  benefit. 
Unfortunately  the  Ambulance,  which  had  seen  many  years  work, 
broke  down  irretrie-vably  at  the  end  of  the  year;  the  Committee 
are  purchasing  a new  one  to  take  its  place. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE. 

This  has  been  established  for  some  years  and  is  held  every 
Friday  at  the  Queen’s  Hall ; it  is  very  successful  and  well  at- 
tendee!, the  average  attendance  being  now  over  50.  A doctor 
attends  every  other  v'cek,  who  .gives  a-dvicie  (to  thei  mothers, 
no  form  of  treatment  being  given.  Health  talks  a-rei  given 
regularh*  by  the  doctor  and  the  nurse  and  supplies  of  artificial 
food  are  sold  to  necessitous  mothers  at  a reduced  price.  A few 
ladies  provide  teas  for  the  mothers  and  children,  also  a tea  at 
Christmas  and  an  outing  in  the  summer. 

SCHOOL  CLINIC. 

T'he  Education  Committee  lias  establiished  last  year  a,  Deintal 
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Clinic ; also'  an,  Ophtlialniic  Specialist,  a, t, tends  a®  required  toi 
attend  to  the  cliildren’s  eyes. 

The  'County  Council  runs  a Tuberculosis  Dispensary  which 
is  held  every  Tuesday  at  2,  Albion  Terrace  ; in  the  same  premises 
it  a, Iso  holds  a Venere,al  Disease  Centre  every  Thursday.  These 
are  well  attended,  especially  the  fo,rmer. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

These  consist  ot  the  Medical  Officer  ot  Health,  wlio'  is  also'. 
School  Medical  Officer,  a part  time  appointment;  also  the  Oph- 
thalmic and  Dental  Officers  under  the  Education  Committee, 
also'  part  time  appointments.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a,  full 
time  officer,  who  also  possesses  tlie  qualification  of  Meat  In- 
spector ; he  carries  out  the  work  of  Petroleum  and  Shop  Inspec- 
tor and  ITiarniacy  and  Poisons  Inspector. 


HOME  NURSING. 

This  is  supplied  by  a Voluntary  Association,  the  Favershain 
Nursing  Associa,tion,  for  a,ttenda,nce  on  ordinary  sickness  cases, 
but  not  for  infectious  illnesses.  This  nurse  also  is  qualified  a,s 
a midwife  and  a,ttend,s  such  cases. 

There  are  three  JMid wives  practising  in  the  area,  none  of 
them  be,ing  employed  by  ,the  Authority. 

Chemical  work  is  ca,rried  out  by  the  Public  Analyst  at  Can- 
terbury or  by  tihe  Countv  Analyst  lat  Maidstone. 

LOCAL  ACTS,  ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  AND  BYELAWS. 

We  have  no  local  Acts,  but  son.e  parts  O't  the  Public  Health 
Act  of  I9'0'7  we, re  adopted  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the 
Authority  was  ma,king  application  toi  adopt,  certain  sectio,ns  of 
the  Act  of  1925.  W,e  have  also  B^elaiWs  for:  — 

Dairies,  C'ow^she,ds'  ,a,nd  Milk  Shops. 

Common  Lodging-houses  and  for  houses  let  in  lodgings. 
vS  1 au  gh  t,er  h ou  s e s . 

Pern  oval  of  Nuisanc,es. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

This  ,comes  from  deep  wells  in  the  clralk  from  a situation 
above  the  town  aiid  one  tha.t  is  to  all  appearance  not  liable  to 
contamination;  it  is  of  very  good  quality  ,and  repeate'd  and 
regular  a,nalyses  (twice  in  every  yea.i’)  haive  always  proved  sa,tis- 
factory;  like  all  such  wa.ters,  however,  it  e,rrs  on  the  side  of 
hardness.  The  .excessively  hot  and  dry  summer  of  1921  ca,use<l 
a great  deficiency  in  the  quantity  and  the  supply  had  to  be  s,hut 
oil  for  |)art  of  the  2d  hours  and  for  some  months  afteiv^ards 
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ecoiioiny  had  to  be  ohse.rved  while  the  siip})ly  lighted  itself,  which 
of  course  it  did  in  time;  since  then  the  amount  of  the  supply 
lias  been,  satisfactoTy.  There  are  several  w'ells  in,  the  town 
from  \Adiicli  the  water'  is  use,d  for  drinking  purpoises ; samples 
have  been  taken  for  test  as  occasion  arose,.  In  the  past  year 
seven  sani])les  were  taken  for  analysis  all  of  which  were  found 
satisfactory  but  one';  in  this  case  the  well  was  closed  and  a supply 
laid  on  from  the  mains. 

During  the  last  five  years  88  samples  have  been  taken  of 
wdi.ich  three  ])ro'ved  unsatisfactory;  two  wells  have  been  closed. 
Two  streams  run  through  the  area,  these  iare  small  and  have^  not 
given  rise  to  any  fear  of  pollution. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  udiole  of  the  Borough  is  served  by  the:  deep  drainage 
s_\-stem,  wdiich  has  been  established  many  years,  e^xcept  a very 
small  ])ortion  at  the  OspringC'  end  ; the  sewage  from  the  loweir 
parts  around  the  Creek  being  pumped  uj)  to  the  higher  levels  by 
an  automatic  lejectoir  station  w'hich  works  very  satisfactorily.  The 
Seu’age  Works  themselves  consist  of  pumping  and  filtering  sta- 
tion and  treatment  beds,  and  are'  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Borough 
and  owned  and  worked  by  the  Authority  themselves ; the'  effluent 
which  is  of  e,xcellent  quality,  is  delivered  into  the  creek.  The 
wdiole  system  is  efficient  and  the  drainage  and  its  ventilation 
is  in  go(xl  order. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Most  of  the  houses  are  connected  on  toi  the  deep  draina,ge, 
though  the  closets  are  not  all  fitted  with  flushing  cisterns  but 
we  are  using  our  influence  to  get  these  fitted  wdiere  poss,ibIe. 
There  are  a,  few  cesspools  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  district 
and  there  were  a,  fev^  earth  closets ; most  of  these  were  con- 


verted <luring  the  last  year. 

Number  of  Houses  in  Borough  ...  ...  *2714 

Number  of  Freshtv'ater  Closets  ...  ...  ‘26'91 

Number  of  Ihdvies  (moveable  receptacles)  20* 

Number  of  Privies  (fixed  receptacles)  1 

Conversions  into  Water  Closets  ...  ...  4 


SCAVENGING. 

This  and  the  disposal  of  lefuse  and  the  street  watering  are 
carried  out  b\'  the  Authoirity  themselves,  and  thei  whole:  thing 
is  very  efficiently  done.  For  some  time  there  has  been  trouble 
on  account  of  the  unsatisfactoiry  nature  of  m.ost  of  the  receptacles 
in  which  domestic  refuse  was  exposed  for  collection.  1 am  glad 
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to  say  that  during  tliei  last  year  the  Council  havo  tackled  this 
questiion  in  eiarnest  and  insisted  ujron  proper  receptacles  being 
])rovided ; at  the  end  of  the  ye'ar  1,200  houses  had  beien  reported 
as  having  coini)lied  with  this  requirement  and  the  number  was 
steadily  being  increased. 

INSPECTION. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  no  o>lfensive  trades  in  thei  Borough.  There  are 
six  premises  on  which  the  frying  of  fish  is  permitted ; these  are 
all  M’ell  managed  and  supervised  and  havei  noti  given  rise  to'  any 
more  annoyance  than  could  reasonably  be  expected. 


HOME  WORKERS. 

There'  is  very  little  of  this  carried  on,  we'  have  no  lists  of 
out-workers  sent  in. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  are.  two  of  these  in  the  Borough,  one  of  them  being  on 
licensed  premises.  These  are  subject  to  the  Bj^elaws  as  to  ven- 
tilation, overcrowding,  cleanliness,  white- washing,  and  adequacy 
of  sanitary  arrangements.  They  have  been:  well  managed  and 
kept  in  go'od  order  throughout  the  year.  There  are^  alsO'  two' 
private  houses  registered  as  “ Houses  let  in  Lodgings  under 
the  Byelaws  for  their  regulation  thej"  have-  been  satisfactorily 
kept. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Number  of  premises  on  the  Register:  — 


Fact  oiries 

36 

Workshops 

63 

Bakehouses 

11 

110’ 

The  occupations  carried  on  in  these  places  may  be  given  as 
follows : — 

Dressmaking 

iVIillinery 

Tailoring 

Bakehouses 

Breweries 

Printers 

Wheelwrights 
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Saddlers 
Cycdei  Eepairers 
Carpenters  and  Builders 
Basket-makin" 

Cabinet  do. 

Harness  do. 

Boot  do. 

Sail  do. 

Pul"  Sorting 
Wool  d O'. 

Hon ii mental  H asons 
Coach  Builders 
Etc. 

These  have  all  been  regularly  inspeicted  and  kept  up  to  a 
proper  standard  of  cleanliness  and  ventilation,  and  provision  of 
])roi)er  sanitary  conveniences,  and  overcrowding  has  been  pre- 
vented . 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  tlil*ee  public  Element  ary  Schools  in  the  Borough 
— til 6'  Council  Schools  in  Ethelbert  Poad,  the  District  Schools 
in  Church  Boad,  and  the  Wesleyan  Schools  between  Newton 
Poad  and  Preston  Street,  this  latter  consists  of  'Girls  only ; the 
others  have  the  full  departments  of  Boys,  Girls  and  Infants.  The 
sanitary  arrangements  have  been  surveyed  during  the  year  and 
are  in  good  order.  The  buildings  are  in  good  repair  and  well 
supplied  with  water  from  the  public  supply. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

Pegular  inspection  as  required  by  the  Board  of  Education 
has  been  carried  out  on  the  children  entering  school,  and  also 
at  the  ages  of  8 and  13.  P e-examinations  and  special  examina- 
tions have  also  been  made  as  necessary,  the  total  number  of 
children  examined  amounting  to  972.  Many  suspicious  cases 
of  infectious  disease  were  examined  and  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions given.  There  were  116  children  referred  for  treatment  for 
serious  defects  or  diseases  ; 117  children  were  treated  during  the 
year.  There  were  191  children  suffering  from  minor  defects 
which  necessitated  them  being  kept  under  'observation.  The 
most  important  of  the  defects  consisted  of  errors  of  vision,  de- 
cayed teeth,  and  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids.  The  Ophthalmic 
Specialist  has  attended  to  49  eye  cases ; glasses  were  prescribed 
for  49  of  these  and  supplied  by  the  Committee';  most  of  the  cost 
has  been  repaid  by  the  parents ; five  cases  were,  dealt  with 
privately  or  at  hospital. 
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The  Jleiital  Sclieme  uiontioiicd  in  iny  last  i'i'])(>rt  eaine  into'  * 
ioree  in  October  last.  The  Dental  Officer  inspected  all  children 
of  the  ages  of  5 and  6 years ; those  that  required  it  were'  subjidcted 
to  treatment  either  by  hlling  or  extraction.  The  Dental  Officer 
also  treated  a certain  number  of  children  referred  to  him  by 
myself  as  in  need  of  attention.  As  few  of  the  children  had  had 
jiny  ju'evions  dental  treatment  the  [)ercentage  requiring  treat- 
ment was  high. 


STATISTtOS. 


lnsj>eeted  by  Dentist  ...  ...  ...  107 

Found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  95 

'treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

He-treated  after  I'e-examination  ...  17 

Fillings  ...  ...  ...  ...  30' 

Extractions  ...  ...  ...  ...  120' 


Thirteen  cases  of  enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  were  at- 
tended to  at  tliei  Cottage  Hospital  by  arrangeuient  with  the 
Education  Committee.  Parents  shewed  an  interest  in  the  worl\ 
of  Aledical  Inspection  by  attending  in  good  numbers.  The  School 
Niu’se  has  visited  children  in  their  homes  and  supervised  and 
a])plied  treatment  and  has-  also  assisted  myself  and  the  Oph- 
thalmic and  Dental  Officers  at  our  visits  and  inspections. 

During  the  year  a cleanliness  ins])e>ction  of  School  Childi’en 
has  been  instituted;  the  Nurse  has  made  70  visits  to  the  Schools 


for  that  purpose  ; also  she  has  made  dO-l  liome  visits  during  the 
year*  in  conneetio'n  u'ith  the  tr-eatment  of  minor  ailments  and 
other  matters.  There  was  no  pievalence  of  Infectious  disease 
and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  order  any  School  Clo'surei  during 
the.  ye-ar. 


HOUSING. 

There  is  a shortage  of  liouses  in  the  district,  even  when  it 
is  admitted  that  many  men  who  occupy  houses  in  Faversham 
are  engaged  in  work  aa.vw  from  here  and  might  be  expected  in 
course  of  timei  as  0'i)portunity  offered  to  move  away  from  here' 
and  get  houses  nearer  to  their  work.  There  is  also-  a number 
of  very  old  houses  thei  condition  of  which  is  such  that  o-ne  wo'uld 
be  glad  to-  get  rid  of  them  if  accommodation  could  'be  readily 
fo'und  lelse.where  for  their  occu])ie.rsi ; this  also-  makes  it  ve-r^^ 
difficult  to  deal  with  such  cases  of  overcrowding  as  -are'  discovered  ; 
orders  for  its  abatement  are  not  'easily  obtained  or  enforoe<l  when 
clteiinative  accommo-dation  is  almo-st  impossible  to  be  fo-und. 

The  Authority  has  pre]:>a.red  a scheme  for  the  e-reetion  of 
30  houses  which  are  now  in  course  of  building ; this  will  go  some 
v*ay  to  reme-dy  these  difficulties. 
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STATISTICS. 

Xniunbtvr  of  new  houses  eaected  during  the'  year;  — 

fa)  Total  (including  nuniheirs  given  separately  under 

(n)  ) 6 

(h)  \A'ith  State  a,ssistaneei  under  the  Housing  Acts:  — 

(i)  lly  the!  Tx>cal  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Oi 

(ii)  P>y  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  4 

I .—Unfit  dwellin/^-hcuses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  nuinbe]'  ot‘  dwelling-houses  in- 
spected for  hoaising  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 
and  reco'i'ded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  llegulations,  1910',  or  the  Housing  Con- 
soli!!  ated  Kegulations,  1925 

(3)  Numbei'  of  du'ellii'ig-ho'uses  found  to  be  in  a statei 

so  dangerous  or  injurioais  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitatioii  ... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred toi  under  the  jarC'Ceding  sub-head)  found  not 
tO'  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habi- 
tation   ' 482 

2. — Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Xiumber  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  859 

8. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — rroceedings  under  section  8 of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925. 

('1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

vdiich  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  se'rvice  of  formal  notices; — 


(a)  By  oiwners  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(8)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  in- 
. tention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


1679 


179 
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B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  u’ero'  seirvedj  requiring  de- 
fee ts  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ‘^1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  de- 
fects were  lemedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ;..  ...  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1025. 

(1)  Number  of  lepresentations  made  with  a 

view  to  the  making  of  (dosing  Orders  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Cloising  Orders  were  determined,  the 
dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered 

fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  (from  1924)  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  0 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  Milk  supply  of  the  Borough  is  chiefly  from  farms  in  the 
Rural  District,  and  so  brought  in  from  outside.  There  are,  how- 
ever, two  groups  of  cowsheds  in  the  Borough  which  furnish  quite 
a large  amount  of  milk.  Much  of  it  is  sold  in  little  milk-shops 
of  which  there  are  ninei  in  the  town.  These  are  as  a whole  care- 
fully managed  but  need  a little  looking  after  as  regards  keeping 
the  milk  cowered  up  while  in  the  sho]).  In  all  of  these  places 

the  milk  is  not  stored,  but  sold  right  away  as  soon  as  it  arrives 

in  the  shop  from  the  dairy.  The  Cov^sheds  and  the  Dairies  are 
kept  clean  and  in  good  order,  they  have  been  regularly  inspected. 
The  arrangements  for  storing  milk  are  quite  satisfactory.  The 
quality  of  the  milk  sold  has  been  excellent  and  it  has  not  been 
found  necessary  to  take  samples  for  analysis,  as  this  has  been 
done:  by  the  Police  Authorities. 
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MEAT  AND 

Registered 

Licensed  [ con t inu ing ) 
Licensed  (annual) 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

In  1920.  Jan.,  1925,  Dec.^ 


1925. 

6 

1 

2 


Totals  ...  10 


9 


9 


During  the-  past  year  141  animals  were  found  to-  be  suffering 
from  disease  which  rendered  the  carcase  wholly  or  partially  unfit 
for  human  food  ; these  were  all  surrendered  and  destroyed  ; the 
total  weight  amounting  to  4,720‘  lbs.  of  meat  and  organs;  also 
00  lbs.  of  fish  was  condemned  and  destroyed  for  like'  reason. 

Arrangements  are.  made  for  inspection  at  the  time  of  slaugh- 
ter by  tlie  Inspector;  he  has  charge  of  the  adniinistration  of  the 
Ihiblic  Health  (Meat)  Regulafions,  1924.  A goo-d  deal  of  work 
has  l)een  put  in  under  this  heading  and  has  resulted  in  so-me 
improvement  in  the  conditions  under  which  meat  is  sold.  It  is 
difficult  to  get  uniformity  in  this  matter  and  I feel  that  there  is 
more  to-  be  done-  before  we  attain  our  ideal  in  this  respect. 

There’  is  no  puhlic  Slaughterhouse ; ‘ the  private  ones  have 
been  sat isfactorily  conducted. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  11  bakehouse-s  on  the  Register.  There  are  no 
underground  bakeho'uses  in  the  Borough.  Of  these  four  may  be 
classed  as  Factory  bakehouses',  as  machinery  (chiefly  electric)  is 
employed  in  them.  These  have  be-en  uniformly  kept  in  good 
order  in  the  past  year. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

In  the  ])eriod  covered  by  the  last  five  j^ears  we  have  ex- 
j)eiienced  every  year  the  usual  Influenza  e])idemic  during  the 
early  months  ; but  the  type  of  the  disease  and  its  severity  ha.ve 
not  always  been  the  same.  In  1921  and  1922  it  was  very  severe, 
but  in  1923  we  escaped  comparatively  lightly ; the  last  two  years 
have  been  again  rather  more  widespread  epidemics.  In  1921  we 
had  a severe  epidemic  of  Diphtheria,  lasting  for  seven  months, 
but  since  then  we  have  not  had  any  prevalence-  of  this  complaint. 
Chicken-pox  was  pi'evalent  in  the  last  months  of  1923  and  the 
early  part  of  1924.  In  the  early  ]:)art  of  1924  we  had  also  an 
ef)ideniic  of  (jerman  Measles  and  also  some  cases  of  ordinary 
measles.  In  the  early  part  of  1925  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
were  rather  widespread.  None  of  these  epidemics  could  be 
ascribed  to  infection  of  either  water  -or  milk ; the  diphtheria,  one 
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in  li)21  u'a8  due  tfo  personial  infeiotion  at  si'lioo]  and  at  home, 
especially  from  slight  and  imrecognised  cases.  All  these  epi- 
demics ^vere  of  a.  mild  nature  and  the  death  rate  uais  very  low. 
The  diphtheria  cases  were  almost  without  exception  remo'ved  to 
the  Isolation  Hos})ital  and  free  use  was;  made  of  antitoxin  and 
h a c t e r'  i 0 1 og'i  c a 1 tes  t s . 


Duidng  this  ])eriod  there  were  notified:  — 
A c 1 1 te  ) ) oi  i O'- 1 n yel  i t i s 
Ihict'phalitis  lethaj'gica 
Aialaria 
hneumonia 
T fysc'ntt'ry 
X lench  Fever 


A 

2 


2 

30 

0 

0 


At  the^  county  Tjahoratory  at  Maidstone-  there  are  full  facili- 
ties for  bactei'iological  examination  of  specimens  and  reports  are 
j)i(a)iptly  sent,  by  wire  if  necessary.  Ihithological  .s|),ecimens  are 
also  ie|;)or'tefl  on.  These  advantages  are  ma-de  free  use  of  by  all 
the  medical  men  in  the  district;  to  wdiom  full  and  frequent  in- 
formation as  to  the  facilities  available  is  sent  by  the  t'ormfy 
medical  ohicer  and  mvself. 


During  the  past  year  the  following  specimens  have  been  sent: 

] Positive.  Negative. 


I )i])htheria 
Tuberculosis 
Typhoid 
( )ther 


30  2 28 

32  3 29 

10  1 

10  1 


Total 


01  5 59 


rathological  s])ecimens  have  also  been  sent  fi'om  the  hos- 
pital and  from  private  cases. 

Noi  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  have  been  performed  by 
the  Al.O.H.  under  the  Public  Health  (Small-Pox)  Regulations, 

1917. 

Deaths  fi’om  Influenza-: — 1921,  0;  1922,  10,  1923,  O';  1924,  4; 
1925,  2. 

The  authoaity  have  a disinfector  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Kennaways.  Dleansing  and  disinfection  of  verminous  persons  is 
carried  out  by  the  (luardians  at  the  Infirmary  by  arrangement. 
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All  iMsi's  of  sus))ec*t'e(l  iiifoctioiis  disease  (liscoveml  by  the 
Seliool  teachers  Oii*  Attendaneei  Officer  are  immediately  repoirted 
to  the  M.O.H.  and  investioated  by  him. 

])i])htheria  antitoxin  and  anti-meningoeoccus  .serum  are  sup- 
]>li(‘d  to  the  mc'dical  men  by  the  Authority.  At  the  Cottaoe 
Hospital  theie  are  available  tetanus  antitoxin  (supplied  by  the 
C'ounty  iMedical  Officer)  and  anti-streptocoecus  serum. 

ddiere  were  fewer  cases  of  infections  disease  notified  during 
the  yt'a.i'  than  evta'  befoiv ; thoiigh  it  must  be  noted  that  last  year's 
total  included  4{i  cases  of  ( 'hict'en-pox  which  is  not  now  notifiable. 


d’here  u'ere  45  cases  of  infc'Ctioais  disease  notified  undeir  all 
headings  in  1925  as  against  1 12  in  1924.  Of  these,  22  cases 
were'  removed  tO'  Isolation  Hospitals.  These  are  classified  as 
follows : — 

Ivemoved  to 


])i])htheria 

Hrysi])elas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Elite  lie  Eever 

Puerperal  Eever 

li n c e] ) h a 1 i ti s Let ha.r gi c a 

( )])hthalmic  Neonatorum 

T uberculosi s , Pulmonary 

Tulierculosis,  other  foi’ms 

Pneumonia 

(’hicken-pox 

iMalaiia 


Notified  Hospital 


1924. 

1925. 

1924. 

192; 

17 

4 

15 

4 

4 

■1 

0 

9 

18 

Id 

18 

1 1 

1 

D 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

O' 

d 

0 

1 

0 

0 

AI.  2 

AI.  6 

AI.  2 

AI.  O' 

F.  8 

F.  7 

F.  3 

F.  4 

Al.  (i 

A4.  4 

AI.  1 

AI.  0 

F.  1 

V.  4 

F.  0 

F.  1 

7 

1 

1 

0 

4() 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

112 

45 

41 

22 

There  were  5 deaths  from  Pnenmonia.  and  6 deaths  certified 
from  Tuberculosis ; none  of  these  were  non-notified  cases.  I re- 
ceived during  the  year  5 notifications  under  Form  C,  and  2 under 
Form  D. 


Age  Groups. — Cases. 
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Notified 

1 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Cases. 

Treated  V^ision 

at  Home  in  Hospital  Unimpaired  Impaired  Blind 
1 0 0 0 0 


+ 

»o 

o 


CO 


Deiaths 

1 


Tuberculosis. — New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 


19 


O r-<  O 


Number  of  cases  on  Tuberculoisis  Register  at  end  of  1925 : 


20 


INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  1 have  made  routine  iiispeetions  of  the  vari- 
ous ))reniises  that  eoine  under  iny  powers,  and  of  course^  special 
visits  as  o'ocasion  arose  in  eoinnection  with  infectious  disease, 
nuisances,  insanitary  conditions,  diseased  meat,  defective  houses, 


and  other  causes  ; detailed  as  beloiw: — 

Untit  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  Id 

Coanmon  Lodging-houses  ...  ...  d 

W ork'shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  18 

Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  K> 

^Dairies,  Milk  Shops,  and  Cowsheds  ...  16 

Various  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 


187 


Idiei  details  of  the  various  premises  toi  be  inspected  and  the 
work  done  in  connection  therewith  are  sef  out  fully  in  the  report 
of  the  Sanitary  Ins])ector  and  it  is  therefore  unnecessaiw  for  me 
to  re-capitulatei  them. 

In  concluding  my  lieport  I liave  to  acknowledge  tlie  con- 
sideration alv^’ays  shewn  to  me  by  the  Council  and  valuable  help 
received  from  my  brother  officials. 


CHARLES  J.  EVEliS,  M.J)., 


April,  1926. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BOROUGH  OF  FAVERSHAM. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR 
ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1925. 


TO  THE  HAYOK,  ALDHEYIEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  ]R)ROUGH. 

Your  Worship  and  Genfclenien, 

I beg  to  vsuibniit  a report  of  tlie  work  carried  out  in  iny  de- 
partnient  during  tlie  year  1925. 

The  AJinister  of  Health  lias  ordered  that,  this  report  slrall 
be  a.  “ survey  report  ” of  the  past  five  years,  consequently  some 
of  the  matters  included  in  it  cover  that  period. 


GENERAL. 

Several  important  items  of  Public  Health  legislation  have 
come  into  operation  during  the  year,  viz..  Public  Health  (Yleat) 
Regulations,  Housing  Act,  1925,  and  Public  Health  xAct,  1925. 

The  Yleat  Regulations,  which  came  into  operation  in  April 
last,  mark  an  attem2)t  to  secure'  cleanlineiss  in  meat  shops  and 
stalls,  and  in  the  transport  and  handling  of  meat.  They  also 
tf'nd  to  assist  inspection  before  exposure  for  sale  by  making  it 
compulsory  for  notice  to  bei  given  previoris  to  slaughter,  and  pro- 
vision is  made>  for  a second  notice  if  oai  slanghter  abnormal  or 
d.seased  conditions  are  fonnd.  In  order  to  allow  of  mspection 
there  is  a.  period  of  detention  for  carcases  and  organs. 

The  Housing  Act  became  law  on  July  1st  and  consolidates 
aU  previous  enactments  made  under  and  for  the  Housing  of  the 
V'orkirg  Classes.  It  is  in  opemtion  throughout  the  country  and 
sliould  simplify  the  piocedure  with  regard  toi  repairs  to  houses. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  canui  into  operation  in  Sep- 
ttmbe]-.  It  contains  many  sections  thtt  have  previo'usly  been 
ircorpcrated  in  Piivate  Acts.  Some  ])arts  are  adoptive  after 
ciutain  formalities  and  the  consent  of  the  Alinister  of  Health. 
Ylany  ofhcials  engaged  in  Public  Health  work  are  hoping  that 
the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  whole  legislation  of  the  past 
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50  years  (since  the  P.H.  Act,  1875)  will  be  consolidated  and 
bro'Uglit  intO'  line  with  present-day  needs. 

With  regard  to'  genei'al  work,  the  Conncil  have  during  the 
,year  taken  steps  to  deal  with  the  house  refuse  question  in  a prac- 
tical manner.  The  untidy  appearance  of  the  streets  on  collecting 
days  and  the  conditions  of  storage  of  refuse  previous  to  removal- 
will  thereby  be  impro'ved.  A large  number  of  owners  complied 
with  the  Councirs  recjuest  to  ])rovide  sanitary  dustbins  within 
the  prescribed  time.  The  remainder  are  being  brought  into  line 
by  the  powers  given  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

The  Housing  question  has  received  further  consideration, 
the!  Council  have  ])urchased  land,  and  the  schenie  promises  to 
materialise  in  the  near  future.  A few  houses  have  been  built  by 
private  enterprise  but  the  cost  is  still  prohibitive  to  make  it 
a paying  proposition  to  buikl  for  letting  at  a moderate  rent.  One 
regrets  to  see  cases  of  excessive  profiteering  when  some  of 
the  smaller  houses  are  freed  from  the  Bent  Bestriction  Acts. 
Instances  may  be  quoted  in  which  houses  formerly  let  at  4s.  6d. 
to  5s.  are  now  producing  18s.  6d.  let  to  two'  families,  while  in 
one  case  a similar  house  v'as  kept  empty  for  £1  per  week. 

Mention  should  bei  made  of  a meeting  (in  conjunction  with 
the  B.D.C.)  of  the  butchers  in  the  district,  which  was  held  in 
the  Town  Hall  and  well  attended,  for  the  purpose  of  explaining 
the  requirements  of  the  Meat  Begulations.  In  April  I had  the 
honour  and  privilege  of  addressing  a largei  meeting  of  the  Thanet 
Butchers’  Association  on  “ Aleat  Inspection.  ” wdiicli  was  fol- 
lowed by  aiiii  interesting  discussion.  The  whole  sinrit  of  the 
meeting  tended  to  show  that  the  trade  are  cognisant  of  the  need 
for  improvement  in  matters  affecting  their  business,  anel  wel- 
come some  explanation  from  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  the 
regulations  are  carried  out.  I feel  sure  that  such  meetings  help 
to  foster  a better  understanding  between  the  trade  and  officials. 

The  usual  statistics  and  details  are  classified  under  the  vari- 
ous headings. 


HOUSING. 

One  representation  for  a Closing  Order  was  made  under  Sec. 
17  of  the  1909  Act  in  respect  of  the  “ Queen  of  Hearts,”  Con- 
duit Street,  and  an  order  was  made  by  the  Council.  The  pre- 
mises have  sincei  been  vacated,  and  demolished  by  the  owner. 

One  repi esentaticn  was  made  under  Sec.  11  of  the  1925  Act 
in  res[)ect  of  Kingsfield  House,  Ethelbert  Boiad,  which  is  let 
in  four  tenements  and,  an  order  was  made  by  the  Council. 
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One  C'los’ng  Order  made  in  1924  \^•a«  determined,  the  pre- 
mises' having  been  improved,  tlioroiighly  repaired  and  rendered 
fit  for  habitation. 

Under  the  Idegulations  179  houseiS  have  been  inspected  and 
records  made.  Of  this  number  44  were  found  defective  in  some 
degree.  The  various  defects  are  tabulated  below. 

10  Statutory  Notices  were  ordered  under  the  Housing  Acts 
for  repairs  tO'  houses. 

The  principal  imjuuvements  that  have,  been  carried  out 
during  the  ])ast  five  years  in  houses  generally,  are,  the  provision 
of  sinks  where  nonti'  existed  previously,  the  removal  of  insanitary 
and  ])orous  sink's  and  substituting  glazed  non-porous  ones,  the 
abolition  of  water  taps  in  open  yards  for  thei  supply  of  water 
to  a number  of  houses,  and  in  place  of  these  providing  a supply 
to  each  house  in  the  dwelling  fixed  over  thei  sinks.  Eeference 
has  been  made  to  the-  provision  of  dustbins  which  is  proceeding 
satisfactory. 


STRUCTURAL  DEFECTS  IN  HOUSES. 

Defective  roofs 

Defective  eaves,  gutters  and  pipes 
Damp  walls 
Defective  windows 
Defective  doors 

Defective  cooking  stoves  and  coppers 

Insufficient  ventilation 

Defective  ceilings  and  plastering  ... 


20i 

12 

12 

9 

8 

5 

3 

3 


DRAINAGE  AND  OTHER  DEFECTS. 


Improperly  paved  yards 
Defective  and  insanitary  sinks 
Flush  tanks  out  of  order 
Defective  water  closets 
Defective  drains  and  gulleys 
No  sinks 

Insufficient  water  supply 
Privies  abolished 
Various  other  matters 


17 

and  waste  pipes  9 

8 

6 

5 

4 

4 

5 

11 

— 69 


Total 


141 


NUISANCi2:S  DEALT  WITH  UNDER  THE 
PUULIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 


Cho'ked  and  defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  70' 

Defective'  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

J )efective  gutters  and  downpipes  ...  ...  16 

Accimiulations  of  manure  and  refuse  ...  ...  12 

New  W.C’.  ])ans  and  cisterns  provided  ...  ...  12 

Insutficie'nt  wafer  sup]dy  ...  ...  ...  ...  10' 

Defective  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Danii)  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  chimneys  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Lime-washing  overdue  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Various  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20' 

Insufficient  refuse  receptacles  ...  ...  ...  195 


Total 


382; 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Seven,  samples  of  water  were  suhmitted  to'  the  County 
Analyst  for  examination.  These  included  two'  from  the  Public 
Supply. 

In  six  of  the  .samples  the  reports  were  satisfactory.  The 
remaining  sample  was  from  a.  well  supplying  two'  cottages,  and 
the  re])ort  being  adverse  a supply  was  laid  on  from  the  Water 
Co’s,  mains. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  are  9 Slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough,  which  number 
shows  little  vai  iation  during  the  past  five  j^ears. 


Type.  1920.  1925. 

•Pegistered  ...  ...  7 6 

Licensed  (continuing)  ...  1 1 

Licensed  (annual)  ...  ...  2 2 

Total  10'  9 


1,300'  insi])ections  were  made  during  the  year  and  5 nuisances 
found.  Some  attempt  has  been  made  towards  concentration  as 
three  of  the  slaughterhouses  are  used  by  two  or  more  butchers. 


MEAT  AND  FOODS  INSPECTION. 

.An  iinportant  measure  affecting  both  food  inspection  and 
milk  supply  became  law  during  the  past  year  in  the  Milk  and 
])airies  Consolidation  Act.  1915.  This  Act  aims  at  the:  eradica- 
tion of  diseased  animals  from  dairy  herds,  as  well  as  securing 
the  purity  of  milk,  and  cleanliness  in  the  production  of  this 
important  food. 

Provision  is  made  for  the  notification  of  animals'  affected, 
or  apparently  affected  with  tuberculosis,  and  an  order  for  slaugh- 
ter on  confirmation  of  the  diagnosis,  with  compensation  to  be 
paid  to  the  owner. 

In  addition  the  local  Food  Inspector  is  notified  of  the 
slaughter',  and  the  carcase'  (and  organs)  must  not  bo  mO'Ved 
until  it  has  been  inspected,  and  a decision  given  as  to  its  fitness 
or  otheiwise  for  human  food. 

The  iMeat  liegulations  mentioned  earlier  have'  considerably 
increased  the  ^^'0'rk  of  food  inspection,  with  the  result  that  a. 
la.rger  proportion  of  meat  has  been  inspectc'd,  and  the:  fact  of 
knowing  when  slaughtering  is  taking  place  saves  a number  of 
visits  to  premises  to  find  “ no'thing  doing.”  The  butchers 
generally  have  assisted  in  carrying  out  the  requirements  as  re- 
gards notice'  of  slaughter,  but  more  might  be  done  in  some  cases 
towards  protecting  the  meat,  including  bacon  in  grocers  shops, 
fro'in  dust  and  dirt.  Undoubtedly  the:  issue-  of  Circular  604 
by  the  iMinistry  has  done  much  to  cause  confusion  and  prevent 
unifoimity  of  procedure. 

The  closed  glass  front  is  the  ideal  cO'nditio'U,  and  I believe 
the  public  are  beginning  to'  a})preciate  the  value  of  the  new 
measures  to  protect  the  food  arid  to  secure  cleanliness  in  shops 
and  transport. 

'ihe  hlinist'iy  ask  for  information  ufith  regard  toi  the  wo'rk 
of  food  inspection.  Aleat  is  inspected  as  far  as  possible  at  the 
tune  of  slaughter  when  the  organs  are  awailable,  and  the  figures 
given  below  re])resenl  the  work  done  during  the  time  the  regu- 
lations have  been  in  force,  i.e. , nine  months.  These  figures 
are  about  75%  of  tluj  meat  killed  in  the  to'wn.  No  system  of 
i/ieat  marking  has  been  adopted,  in  fact  it  would  be  impossible 
rndcu’  present  conditio-ns  with  slaugditering  going  O'n  in  several 
places  simultaneously.  Aleat  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human 
food  is  allowed  to  be  sent  to  a glue  factory  or  is  destroyed  by 
buiuing  if  thought  necessary. 

In  the  abseirce  ol  a system  of  State  insurance  for  coinpensa- 
tion  for  meat  surrerrlered  on  account  of  disease,  the  Butchers’ 
fvssoci  ition  have  a mutual  scheime  of  their  own.  This  tends  to- 
^vards  carrying  out  the  work  of  inspection  to  better  advantage. 
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There  is  no  excuse  for  butchers  to  sell  any  doubtful  meat — the 
Society  accept  oair  surrender  notes  as  sufficient  proof  of  unfitness, 
and  in  cases  of  dispute  have  a committee'  who  can  be  called  on 
to  safeguard  their  interests.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the 
need  has  not  arisen  for  this. 

The;  amount  of  food  surrendered  during  the  year  was  4,7801bs., 
consisting  of  meat  and  organs  4,7201bs.,  and  fish  fiOlbs. 

This  was  done  without  formal  procedure'  of  submitting  to  a 
justice'  for  ccndemnation,  and  my  thanks  are  again  due  to  the 
trade  for  their  co-operatio'n  in  this  work. 

With  regard  to  other  foods,  Section  72  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1925,  should  materially  assist  in  maintaining  hygienic  co'n- 
ditions  in  ])laces  where  food  is  sold  or  kept  for  sale.  One  firm 
of  bakers  has  ado]:)ted  the  system  of  “ wrapped  bread  ” which 
ajcpears  to  be^  well  ])atronised,  and,  it  should  be  mentioned,  at 
no  extra  cost  to  the  consumer. 


STATISTICS. 

Xotices  of  liegular  Slaughtering  cover  30  hours  per  week. 
Special  notiices  other  than  the  above  received  during  9 
months,  238. 

A n i m als  in  s p e c t e d : — 


Cattle 

293 

Slieep  and  Lambs 

842 

I’igs  

...  2100 

Calves 

101 

Total 

. . . 3330 

Animals  found  wholly  or  partly  affected  with  disease,  141. 

COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

The  following  persons  are  now  on  the  register;  — 

Cowkeepers  and  Producers  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ivetail  Purveyors  (residing  in  the  Boro-ugh)  ...  11 

Petail  Purveyors  (residing  outside  the  Bo'rough)  8 

Total  - ...<  ...  22! 


The  Co'unty  Council  are  the  authority  for  granting  licences 
under  tlie  Milk  (Designation)  Order  and  one  licence  for  Grade 
A milk  is  in  force  in  the  Borough.  The  County  are  responsible 
for  the  periodical  bacteriological  examination  of  the  samples. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  usual  enquiries  have  been  made  and  precautions  taken 
in  connection  vith  the  cases  oi  intections  diseases  notified  uruler 
the  regulations,  and  72  rooins  have  been  disinfected  with  formalin 
spray  and  fumigation. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Tlieie  a.rC'  110  premises'  on  the  register: — 


F actories 

36 

\A’’orkshops 

63 

Bakehouses 

11 

Total 

...  110 

136  inspections  were  made  and  5 nuisances  found. 

Xo  lists  of  outworkers  were  received  under  Sec.  10'7  F.  and 
W.  Act,  1901. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  onlj-  2 registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  and  2 
houses  registered  as  Houses  Let  in  I^odgings.  One  Common 
Lodging  House  was  demolished  during  the  year.  44  inspections 
\\^ere  made  and  the  jiremises  have  been  conducted  satisfactorily. 


INSPECTIONS. 

Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
Regulations 

District) 

179 

After  cases  of  infections  disease 

68 

Premises,  drains  w.c’s,  etc. 

631 

Slaughter  houses  and  Alarket 

1300 

Fish  and  Fruit  Shops,  Market  Stalls 

228 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

57 

Idictories 

42 

Workshops  .... 

55 

Bakehouses 

39 

Stables,  manure  pits,  etc.  ... 

54 

Common  Lodging  Houses  and  Houses  Let  in 
Lodgings 

44 

Refuse  receptacles 

980 

Re -inspections 

564 

Total 

4241 

DEFECTS  AND  NUISANCES 

During  housing  inspections 

FOUND. 

141 

Factories,  Workshops,  Slaughterhouses, 

etc. 

10 

During  other  inspections 

372 

Total 

523 
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ACTION  TAKEN. 

info'i'miil  Xotiees  iSeirved  : — 

Under  Housing  Acts  tor  defects ...  44 

Under  lUiblic  Healtlr  Acts,  1875 — 1907  ...  135 

Total  179 

Statutoi’^y"  Notiees  Served:  — 

Under  Housing  Aets  ...  ...  ...  ...  10' 

Under  Uublic  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  21 

Total  31 


RESULTS. 

Hefects  and  Nuisances  remedied  (including  those  outstanding 


1924) . 

Under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  193 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  325 


To'tal  518 

Hefects  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  12 

In  other  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  03 


Total  75 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year. 

In  concluding  my  Eleventh  Annual  Report  as  your  Sanitary 
Ins])eotor  I would  express  mv  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  and  my  brother  officials  for  their  co-operation 
and  assiHance,  also  to  the  public  generally  for  their  courtesy 
during  the  inspections,  all  of  which  tend  to  the  successful  dis- 
charge of  my  duties. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  G.  CULMER, 
Member  R.  San.  Inst.,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Faversham. 

January  30th,  1926. 


